
Royal Nova Scotia Historical Society 
Minutes of Council – 16 October  2013 
 
Present  Regrets 

 
Rosemary Barbour Ross Langley Bill Laurence 
Sara Beanlands Bertrum MacDonald Jim Morrison 
Blake Brown John Macleod Henry Roper 
Jim Ferguson George Parker  
John Grant Iris Shea  
Marilyn Guerney Anjali Vohra  
 
 
1. Agenda: The agenda was approved as circulated. 

 
2. Minutes: The minutes of the previous meeting of Council, held 15 May 2013 were  

declared approved as distributed with the correction of the number of uses of the 
online Journal to 1368 times. 
 

3. Business Arising from the Minutes: 
a. War of 1812 commemoration with National Sites Board: Bertrum 

reported that the needed information (statement of significance) had been received 
from Faye Kert and that it was quite good.  He sent it on to the Board as a nominations 
letter and received confirmation from the Board that it had been received.  The 
President t thanked Bill Laurence and David Sutherland for their efforts in connection 
with this.  In the discussion ensuing  it emerged that should the nomination be 
successful the Society would likely be consulted as to where the commemoration should 
occur. 

b. Future Planning Session:  [This will be an agenda item which recurs in 
order to advance some of the suggestions gathered during our session and consultation 
with the membership.]   Items brought forward at this time included a student 
membership , adding lecturers as one-year members, marketing the Society to graduate 
student associations and circulating in some way news of our events to a wider 
audience through the identification of what are the historical or heritage organizations 
with in the province that we believe would identify with our activities.  It was noted that 
we already had a student membership although we had little information on the 
financial implications of including a Journal with it. 
 
 A list of such societies would be circulated by Sara for any additions or input the Council 
might have.  
 

4. President’s Report: 
a. SMU / Children’s Home.  A request had been received to advocate for 

the retention of this building.  The President indicated he  had followed the Society’s 



tradition in declining to join in such advocacy activities.  This action was confirmed in the 
general discussion that followed. 

b. Summer reception:  It was indicated that the old Council / new Council 
event often held in the summer had collided with renovations at his residence.  He 
suggested a December event would be planned. 

c. Deaths of long standing members.  It was noted that Joan Payzant, a 
fellow of the Society, and Evelyn Fergusson a faithful attender for many years had 
recently passed away at the age of 91. 

 
5. Treasurer’s Report:  Jim Fergusson indicated that the auditor, Hugh Creighton, was 

working on the HST statement.  The signing officers situation had yet to be resolved at 
Credit Union Atlantic.  Our Charities return was also in progress. [2 charitable receipts 
were issued last year.]  It was thought that a thank you letter should be issued in such 
situations. 

 
6. Reports of the Vice Presidents: 

a. Publicity (Sara Beanlands) Sara noted that with the help of Jim Morrision the 
lecture schedule had more content and a more up to date appearance.  She 
would also be coninuting the work that Taunya started with Facebook and 
Twitter posts.  It was noted that we did not have a brochure or membership 
document that was separate from the program.  Such a general information 
piece about the Society might be useful for distrubtion at events such as the 
Atlantic Canada Studies Conference. 

b. Publications (George Parker).   George noted that the present issue of the 
Journal is the most substantial to date.  There were few production or editorial 
problems encountered this year although Allan Penney has subsequently 
discovered a one year difference in the 1839 date of the Mrs Halliburton portrait 
that he missed in his initial research.  Responding to a question regarding 
royalties relating to the online presence of the Journal he indicated that we had 
yet to reach the threshold of  $25 for a proquest cheque to be issued.  This 
prompted some discussion. 

c. Program (James Morrison) In his absence it was noted that the 2014-15 program 
is filling quickly. 

 
7. Website:  It was reported that favourable responses had been received regarding the 

look and feel of the plaques in our new website.  More effort will be placed soon on 
building content for the site as well as adding the online payment option and more 
precise bibliographical information on the contents of the Journal (Pagination).  On the 
motion of John Grant and Rosemary Barbour additional payments to Allison Froise-
Stoddard at the rate of $15 an hour were authorized.  Society minutes will be posted on 
the site after appropriate approvals and adaptations of the minuted content to a wider 
audience . 

8. Royal Society of Canada consultation on the future of archives and libraries. 
Documents related to this had been circulated prior to the meeting.  The Society will 



have the opportunity to meet with the panel and volunteers were sought to construct 
the Society’s presentation.   A solicitation of input would be distributed to the 
membership.   There was some discussion that support for research collection of 
permanent value and the continuation of  inter library loan services would be issues that 
the society was interested in. 

 
 
 


