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between September and 

May to hear and to discuss 

individual papers about 

personalities, places, and

events integral to the 

history of Nova Scotia.  

 

For more information about 
the Society, including a list of

publications available, visit our 
website at: 

RNSHS.CA 

S ince the establishment of the Society 

in 1878, 44 volumes of the Society’s

Collections have been published. In 1998, 

the Society began publication of the 

Journal of the Royal Nova Scotia Historical

Society, a successor to both the Collections 

and the Nova Scotia Historical Review. It is 

published annually, and Society members 

receive a copy as well as notification of the

Society’s lecture series and general 

meetings. 
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Lectures are held at 7:30 pm. on the 3rd Wednesday of the month at the Nova Scotia Archives, 6016 University Avenue (at the corner of Robie Street). Society lectures 
are open to the public and are completely free, except for the RNSHS’s annual banquet lecture. Please check our website, RNSHS.ca for details, as well as biographical 
information on all presenters. Please note that the December lecture is held on the second Wednesday of the month. 

September	19,2018	
7:30	pm	

	“Halifax	was	Plunged	into	Gloom”	
The	Impact	of	the	Spanish	In luenza	
Pandemic	in	Nova	Scotia	1918‐1920	

 
Phyllis R Blakeley Memorial Lecture  

Allan Marble 

Chair of the Medical History Society of Nova Scotia 

According to death certi icates kept by the Department of Vital Statistics of Nova 
Scotia, Marjory B. McDonald, aged 26, died from Spanish In luenza in the town of 
Inverness, Cape Breton, on 1  September 1918. The person who probably brought the 
in luenza to Inverness was Murdo Kennedy, a soldier, who died there on 3 September 
after having been ill for a week. This was the beginning of three terror- illed years of 
in luenza that resulted in over 2,000 deaths in Nova Scotia. This paper focuses on the 
source of the epidemic, the  lack of responses from provincial and federal 
governments, and the miraculous work carried out by doctors and nurses in Nova 
Scotia who provided quarantine and treatment. 

	October	17,	2018	
7:30	pm	

Coastal	Stories:	A	History	of	the	Eastern	
Shore	Islands	

Sara Spike 

University of New Brunswick 

From Jeddore Rock to the St. Mary’s River, more than 700 islands are nestled along the 
rugged Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia. At least 80 islands in the archipelago were 
inhabited, beginning with pre-contact Mi’kmaw use and a series of forgotten early 
colonial encounters. Settler family homes were established in the late 18th century 
and, as families moved ashore in the early 20th century, they loated their houses in 
with them. Rather than a series of dramatic exploits, the history of the Eastern Shore 
Islands is made up of small stories about a dynamic, intimate relationship with this 
challenging coastal environment. This paper will share these stories and discuss the 
community-directed research project that brought them to light.  

November	21,	2018	
7:30	pm	

Encountering	the	Indigenous	Other	in	
Historic	Nova	Scotia,	1749‐1900	

Richard H. Field 

Saint Mary’s University  

Beneath the farmlands, forests, streets, common lands, public parks, and architectural 
structures of Nova Scotia lies the original shorelines, hinterlands, and settlements 
occupied for millennia by Indigenous peoples, this occupation supporting long-
standing Mi’kmaq claims of ownership by irst possession. It is in museums, private 
collections, and archaeological sites that we ind the skeletal remains and stone, bone, 
and pottery fragments of that Indigenous ruination often portrayed as the enchanted 
remains of a vanished past. Using case studies, this essay examines various encounters 
between colonists, the Mi’kmaq, and the physical and affective landscape of British 
Nova Scotia from the founding of Halifax to the end of the 20th century.    

December	12,	2018	
7:30	pm	

	

Charlie’s	War:																																																				
The	Life	and	Death	of	a	South	African	

Soldier	in	the	No.	2	Construction	Company,	
1917‐1918 

Kirrily Freeman 

Saint Mary’s University 

 

On the night of September 22-23, 1918 Private Charles Some died of wounds in 
France. But he did not die in battle or from war injuries: he was murdered on a narrow 
mountain road in eastern France. Though he fought with the CEF, Charlie Some was 
born in the British colony of Natal in southern Africa. He joined the No. 2 Construction 
Battalion and lived in Africville, but was a newcomer to that community. In his 
migration to Nova Scotia, his recruitment as a Black man into the military, his health 
and hospitalization, and his labour and non-compliance with military life, the in luence 
of racism and empire are overwhelming, and illustrate the connections that existed 
between local, national, and imperial policies and practices. Ultimately, Charlie’s 
experience -- which on the surface seems exceptional -- is in fact representative of 
much broader global patterns. 


